M I SCOE Call for Papers Organizer

Deadline for submissions (extended): September 16, 2024

o . - : The four Conference Themes
Migration is a complex and dynamic phenomenon that shapes societies and economies

S p ri n g CO nfe re n Ce worldwide. While many migration movements take place under regular pathways established

for work, family or other reasons, a considerable number of migrants embark on migration
journeys outside of the regular legal framework. Migrant irregularity is not static. Migrants

THE REGULARITY OF IRREGULARITY may have different legal statuses during their journeys, often becoming irregular only at

a later stage of their journey, and they may also experience complex legal status

R ET H I N KI N G I\/I I G RAT I O N PA RA D I G M S trajectories over time during their stay in any single country.

Laws and policies are not the only factors that matter. For instance, public support for the
employment of ‘essential workers’ may lead to policy changes in their favour and often =
involves widespread tolerance of the presence of irregular migrants working in sectors such Individual Paper Proposals
as care or agriculture, rendering them largely invisible and relatively safe from law
enforcement. Conversely, other migrant groups may be problematised by negative public
discourses and targeted by law enforcement for raids or controls. In such ‘hostile
environments’, even legally staying migrants may become stigmatised as ‘illegal migrants’.

Gender, race, ethnicity, and religion play an important role here in shaping attitudes and

societal practices towards irregular migrants, as well as in state practices. Lived experiences
of irregularity may thus differ considerably according to these and other individual Panel Proposals
characteristics, such as age, education, family situation, or social capital.

The 2025 IMISCOE Spring Conference on "The Regularity of Irregularity: Rethinking Migration
Paradigms" aims to explore and deepen our understanding of various facets of
migrant irregularity. Focusing on four overarching themes - irregular migration processes,
integration and settlement processes, the governance of irregular migration, and knowledge
production on irregular migration — the conference will examine the political production
of migrant irregularity and its social, economic and political drivers, public and media
discourse, inclusionary and exclusionary policy responses, and the lived experiences
of migrants navigating hostile regulatory governance frameworks and finding themselves in
a precarious legal situation at different points of their trajectories.

Against this background, we invite individual paper and panel submissions

addressing any of the four overarching themes of the conference (see next page).

We encourage submissions from different disciplines, career stages, and methodological Conditions/ Requwements

approaches.

Further details can be found on the conference website at

www.donau-uni.ac.at/en/mig/imiscoe-spring-conf-25
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