
 
 
 

Vacancy postdoctoral researcher 
Theme: Migration Data Management 

 
The Centre for Migration and Intercultural Studies (CeMIS) of Antwerp University is looking for a 
postdoctoral researcher (100%) with international research experience in migration studies.  
 
The researcher will work on the European project ‘CROSS-MIGRATION’ conducted by a multi-partner 
consortium. The aim of the project is to contribute to a better understanding of current and emerging 
migration, not by new research but rather by surveying and bringing together existing research on key 
migration questions. As one of the leading partners, CeMIS is in charge of building a comprehensive 
‘knowledge hub’ for migration research. The researcher will be responsible for developing a sustainable 
research portal, in close cooperation with the other project partners. The overall task of the researcher 
will be on mapping the migration research field (with a focus on Europe) and on (availability of) 
migration data itself, data collection and methodological aspects of research on migration.  
 
In addition, as a postdoctoral researcher, the researcher will be expected to take initiative to publish in 
academic journals, to assist with the preparation and submission of research proposals, to supervise 
junior researchers, and to offer support in the organisation of conferences, seminars and other events 
organised by CeMIS.  
 
Tasks: 
The major tasks of the postdoctoral researcher will be to carry out the coordination, communication, 
networking and data mapping tasks as required by CROSS-MIGRATION. This includes:  

 The design, development and launch of an interactive and sustainable migration research portal. 
The portal will be publicly available to policy makers, analysts, researchers as well as other 
interested audiences, and will be an accessible and low-threshold service. 

 Stocktaking of migration research projects and actions, including data/datasets and metadata in 
Europe. 

 Evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of current migration data, data collection practices and 
dissemination practices in migration research in the EU, and promote understanding of data 
availability, comparability and quality. 

Additional tasks are: 

 Coordinating and supportive tasks within CeMIS. 

 Write research proposals, preferably an ERC Grant. 
 
You have: 

 a PhD in social, political or (socio) economical sciences, or psychology 

 work experience and interest in migration studies 

 international research experience 

 excellent communication and coordination skills  

 experience with (migration) data management (qualitative and quantitative) 

 experience with the visualisation/presentation of research findings for non-academic audiences, 
such as policy makers 

 excellent academic and analytic skills 

 familiarity with European migration research networks is a plus 

 a  profile suitable for applying for an ERC Grant is an asset. 
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You are: 

 capable to work independently 

 responsible and dedicated 

 fluent in English (oral and written) and have excellent language skills in at least 2 other European 
languages (French, German, Spanish) 

 a team player and networker 

 flexible 

 willing to travel 
 
We offer:  
A position as a postdoctoral researcher (100%) of approximately 1 year – depending on the condition of 
the contract, provisional start date on 1st of February 2018. 
 
As an interdisciplinary research centre, CeMIS (www.uantwerpen.be/cemis) offers an inspiring and 
creative environment that pays attention to social relevant issues. You will be part of a dynamic team 
that is constantly looking for new research themes and possibilities. Researchers are encouraged to 
propose ideas and/or respond to new opportunities that allow looking for new funding possibilities.  
 
Interested? 
Send your application (motivation letter and CV) electronically in Word (a pdf-version will not be 
accepted) to an.daems@uantwerpen.be by the 15th of November 2017 at the latest.  
 
For questions about this vacancy and the research project you can contact Christiane Timmerman, 
christiane.timmerman@uantwerpen.be. 
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